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Prof retires after 36 years at the piano 


rachel armstrong 
staff writer 


fter 36 years of mak- 
ing an impact here at 
Clarke, assistant pro- 


fessor of music Nancy Lease 
will be retiring at the end of 
this school year. 

After first joining the Clarke 
community back in 1976 as an 
adjunct faculty member teach- 
ing piano, Lease has been a full 
time faculty member here since 
1981, teaching piano, music 
history, and music apprecia- 
tion courses while performing 
in countries around the world. 

“T've taught both music ma- 
jors as well as non-music ma- 
jors, and I really have enjoyed 
teaching both,” said Lease. 
“Teaching students other than 
those in my own department 
has helped me to get to know 
the other students here at 
Clarke.” 

Over the time that she has 
been here, Lease has been able 
to teach piano to non-music 
majors. One year she even 
taught a senior nursing student 
how to play piano in her final 
semester here at Clarke. “I love 
being able to watch students 
play the piano for their own 
enjoyment,” said Lease. “For 
me, that’s the thrill of teach- 
ing!” 

Lease holds a bachelor’s de- 
gree in music education from 
Morningside College in Sioux 
City, Iowa, and a master’s de- 


Retiring Clarke music professor N. 


ancy Lease at a Christmas 


Concert in the Clarke chapel. 


gree in piano performance/ 
pedagogy from the University 
of Wisconsin — Platteville. In 
1970-71, she was a professional 
accompanist for the American 
Academy of Opera in New 
York City, which included a 
performance at the prestigious 
Carnegie Hall. 

Lease’s career has included 
extensive professional accom- 
panying, while also perform- 


ing as a piano soloist with 
both the Dubuque Symphony, 
where she was a member for 25 
years, and the Platteville Sym- 
phony. 

She has also performed in var- 
ious faculty and student recit- 
als here at Clarke, one of which 
includes performing a piano 
sonata by one of Clarke’s very 
own up-and-coming compos- 
ers, Luke Flynn. 


One of Lease’s proudest 
achievements in her musical 
career is her students and all 
of their accomplishments and 
performances she says. “It re- 
ally is thrilling for me to watch 
my students thoroughly enjoy 
music,” said Lease. “Many 
of my students are perform- 
ers, teachers, and consultants. 
Many have also gone on to 
graduate school.” 

Lease has not only made an 
impact here at Clarke and 
within the Tri-State area with 
her passion for music, but 
she has also performed with 
the Clarke Collegiate Singers 
throughout the United States, 
Europe, and Japan. 

“Nancy Lease has been a 
marvelous colleague to many 
at Clarke and in the Dubuque 
community,” said LaDonna 
Manternach, BVM, chair and 
associate professor of music at 
Clarke. “She maintains a low- 
key profile until she sits at the 
piano. Then her true self shines 
out!” 

Award-winning Clarke soph- 
omore music major Adam 
O'Dell says "Nancy has pushed 
me to always keep improv- 
ing and I've learned so much 
because of it. Her passion in- 
spires me, her knowledge has 
been invaluable, and her wit 
was always appreciated.” 
continued on page 3 


Nursing has first male African American grad 


seth wleman 
sports editor 


his May Kevin Hartzog 

will become the first Afri- 

can American male to graduate 
from the Clarke nursing pro- 
gram. However, it was not all 
nursing from the beginning for 
Kevin, or an easy road for him. 
Kevin is originally form St. 
Petersburg, Florida, and start- 
ed college at the University 
of Dubuque playing football. 
“Originally I was a business 
major at UD for three years,” 
he said. “I went home on 
Christmas break one year and 
I told my parents that J had lost 
all interest in the area.” That is 
when his mother “planted the 
seed in his brain about nurs- 
ing” said Hartzog. She told him 


that he would be a great nurse 
because he had the personal- 
ity and was compassionate to- 
ward people he didn’t know. 

Kevin thought about it and 
decided to do his own research 
about nursing. “After doing 
some research, I saw a high 
demand for nursing and with 
the economy the way it was, I 
saw it as an opportunity to get 
a good job right out of college 
so I went for it,” said Kevin. 

However, it was not all 
that simple. The University 
of Dubuque nursing program 
only admitted nursing students 
in the fall. So Kevin would have 
to wait another semester to ap- 
ply to the program. “I felt that 


UD was giving me a hard time 
and was not supportive about 
an athlete switching to a nurs- 
ing major. One of my friends 
told me about the Clarke nurs- 
ing program and since then I 
never looked back,” said Kev- 
in. “It was the best decision 
I have ever made, honestly.” 

Kevin transferred to Clarke 
in January 2010. Not knowing 
much about nursing, he faced 
some challenges in the begin- 
ning. “Being so far away from 
home and having to deal with 
adversity on my own, I also 
had people telling me that I 
wouldn’t be able to complete 
such a difficult major on my 
own. It was a little discourag- 


ing, but that just made me want 
it more. Adversity introduces a 
man to himself,” said Kevin. 
Since then Kevin Hartzog 
has been making an impact on 
the Clarke nursing program. 
But now Kevin finds he is 
ready for new beginnings 
and hopes to work in the 
emergency room at a hos- 
pital back home in Florida. 
“Tt is a blessing to be a bless- 
ing to someone you do not 
know and possibly make an 
impact on a life,” he said. 

One thing that Kevin said 
he will take with him from 
Clarke is “I know what it 
means to persevere and to 
always believe in yourself.” 
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Sinno contributes mural to Mercy Medical Center 


ethan abney 
editor 


“Photography starts at the 
heart,” said chair and profes- 
sor of communication at Clarke 
Abdul Sinno. When you talk to 
Sinno about photography you 
can see the excitement in his 
face and hear it in his voice. He 
is passionate about his work in 
photography and about “shar- 
ing it with others,” as he says. 

In April Sinno contributed 
one of his famous panoramic 
photos to Dubuque’s Mercy 
Medical Center for its donor 
wall. The 15’x52”" photo shows 
a spectacular view of Dubuque 
from the Illinois Bridge all the 
way to the Cathedral of Saint 
Raphael with Mercy resting 
perfectly in between the two. 

Sinno is known nationwide 
for his beautiful photography; 
he is best known for his pan- 
oramic photos of the Missis- 
sippi River and the landscape 
that surrounds it. 

“I was asked if | would take 
a photo for Mercy for its donor 
wall,” said Sinno. He waited 
for the perfect moment to snap 
the shot that he felt best caught 
the beauty of the landscape 
that Mercy sits on. The photo 
was accepted with gratitude 


Clarke goes 
“Into the Streets” 
for spring 
service day 


Mike Francis 
Staff Writer 
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From left to right, President and CEO of Mercy Medical Center Rusty Knight, Clarke chair and professor 
of communication Abdul Sinno, Chair of Dubuque Mercy Health Foundation Paul Peckosh, and Rafic 
Sinno, assistant professor of business at the University of Dubuque. 


by Mercy Medical Center. It 
now is proudly displayed and 
donors are listed on glass over 
the top of it. “It is always nice 
to contribute,” said Sinno. 

“In 1989 when digital pho- 
tography came about is when 
I became serious about pho- 


On April 20 Clarke held its 
semi- annual service day “Into 
the Streets.” Clarke has been 
hosting this event since 1999 
and it is a great way for stu- 
dents to give back to the com- 
munity. 

The director of the event, As- 
sistant Director of Campus 
Ministry Radie Roberts, said, 
“I am always thankful for the 
support of the students, facul- 


tography,” said Sinno. “Digital 
photography is instantly re- 
warding.” 

His photos have always had a 
common theme to them, beau- 
ty and peace. In his third and 
newest book “Scenic treasures 
of the Midwest,” where the 


ty, and staff who give up their 
Saturday morning for a few 
hours of service. I also loved 
the T-shirt, which was de- 
signed by graphic design ma- 
jor Nicole Tupy, our Student 
Life marketing intern.” 
Students who volunteered 
did various things throughout 
the community including so- 
cializing with the elderly, yard 
work, painting, and other jobs. 


BVM Core Values award winner 
to retire after 16 years at Clarke 


Jordan Cameron 
Staff Writer 


Helen Black, who works as 
the administrative assistant in 
Clarke’s Office of Institutional 
Advancement, was recently 
awarded the BVM Core Values 
Award, a very high honor. 

“I am humbled and very 
proud for a support position 
to be recognized for the small 
things and to be awarded for 
my ‘giving nature;’ it is aston- 
ishing to me,” said Black, who 
is also retiring this year. 

A co-worker of Black stated 
in her award nomination that 
“Helen is incredible and no- 
body is more deserving of this 
award.” 

Black says her favorite thing 
about Clarke is “the phenom- 
enal people I worked with that 
I learned to know and respect.” 


After 16 years at Clarke, Black 
has decided it is time to retire. 
She is a native of Monticello, 
lowa, and started working at 
Clarke in November 1997 as 
the campus visitation coordi- 
nator in Admissions. 

Black decided to complete 
her education at Clarke and 
graduated in 2007 with an Eng- 
lish degree and a 3.927 GPA. 
Black says she has always been 
interested in writing, and at 
Clarke she felt that she could 
gain an expertise in it. She has 
written a few articles that are 
published. 

After retiring, Black plans to 
continue to write articles, to 
travel to the wine country of 
southwest California and vol- 
unteer at a local hospice. 


Administrative Assistant in In- 
Stitutional Advancement Helen 
Black was this year's recipient 
of the BVM Core Values award 
and will be retiring this year af- 
ter also earning a degree here. 


Mercy mural photo can also be 
seen, viewers can take in the 
landscape of a 120-mile radius 
around Dubuque. 

“Beauty in the backyard,” 
said Sinno is the overall theme 
of this book. “The book shows 
what beauty the Midwest 


Students were allowed to put 
a team together to be leaders 
in the service project assigned. 
The women’s basketball team 
was one of the athletic pro- 
grams that led a team. 
Sophomore Cassie Carlson 
acted as the leader for her team 
and was assigned to the new 
sports location that Clarke 
purchased on Cedar Cross 
Road. The team did a number 
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hides.” This book is especially 
special to Sinno because every- 
one in his family contributed 
to it. 

Sinno takes much pride in his 
work in photography. “Photog- 
raphy to me is self-expression,” 
he said. His photography does 
a great job of capturing beauty 
in its essence. 

“Nature has so many phases 
of beauty and photography 
makes me notice all the beau- 
ty more than what you see at 
first sight,” said Sinno. Sinno’s 
photos are all over the city of 
Dubuque and in the Tri-State 
area. 

On March 21, Sinno and his 
son, Rafic Sinno, had seven 
photographs displayed in 
Congress as part of a one-day 
photography exhibit on Capi- 
tol Hill. The exhibit was for the 
meeting of the Mississippi Riv- 
er Cities & Towns Initiative in 
Washington D.C. The purpose 
of the exhibit was to showcase 
the river’s importance and to 
protect it from policy changes. 
Sinno showed pictures from all 
along the Mississippi from St. 
Paul, Dubuque .and all the way 
down to New Orleans. 


of things such as tearing up 
carpet, moving furniture, and 
plenty of cleaning. 

“This is a great way for stu- 
dents to get involved and is a 
way that, in some small way, 
you can make a difference,” 
Cassie said. “I think the best 
part for me was being able to 
go out and do something dif- 
ferent and have fun doing it 
with friends,” she added. 
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staff writer 
Tyler Wills is a sophomore outside 
hitter on the Clarke men's volleyball 
team who is a two-time All-American. 


Where are you originally 
from? | was born and raised 
in Galena, Ill., which is just 20 
minutes from Dubuque. 


How was it playing men’s 
volleyball in an area where 

it is notvery popular? Well, 
my high school didn’t have a 
men’s program but I played 
club volleyball for North Shore 
Milwaukee volleyball club. I 
had to sacrifice. I had todo a 
three-hour drive to Milwaukee 
twice a week for practices and 
drive all over for weekend 
tournaments. 


Nancy Lease 


continued from p. 1 


As she enters this new chap- 
ter of her life, Lease will miss 
working with the many stu- 
dents and colleagues that she 
has here at Clarke. 

“Some of my best memories 
here are with the many BVM 
sisters my husband and I have 
taught with, along with my 
beloved students,” said Lease. 

“1 also have fond memories 
of the many musical produc- 
tions that involved all of the 
arts (students and faculty). 
Many close and lasting friend- 
ships were formed during 
those productions.” 


How did you start playing 
volleyball? My parents both 
were coaching when I was 
growing up and I was always 
around volleyball. Every sum- 
mer my parents were playing 
in tournaments and I would be 
upset if I couldn’t tag along to 
practices or tournaments. 


How does it feel being a two 
time All-American? It’s a 
bittersweet feeling to receive 
this award; it doesn’t mean as 
much as it would if we would 
have made it to nationals 

and won nationals. Personal 
accolades are fine and dandy 
but, ultimately, volleyball is a 
team sport. 


Lease hopes to travel more 
with her husband, John Lease, 
who retired as choir director 
and a voice teacher at Clarke 
two years ago. Lease also 
hopes to spend more time 
with her grandchildren and 
possibly do some volunteer 
work as well. 

Lease’s passion for music 
started when she was 7-years- 
old, and as she leaves the 
Clarke community, she hopes 
that students will follow their 
passion for music, just as she 
did. “If music is your passion, 
then pursue it,” said Lease. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Clarke University is seeking comments from the public about 
the university in preparation for its periodic evaluation by its 
regional accrediting agency. Clarke University will host a visit 
November 18 - 20, 2013, with a team representing the Higher 
Learning Commission of the North Central Association of Col- 
leges and Schools. Clarke University has been accredited by the 
Commission since 1918. The team will review the institution's 

ongoing ability to meet the Commission’s Criteria 
for Accreditation. 


The public is invited to submit comments 
regarding the university: 


Third-Party Comment on Clarke University 
The Higher Learning Commission 
230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500 
Chicago, IL 60604-1411 


mit comments on the Commis- 


Ic.org. Comments must address 
f the institution 


The public may also sub 
sion’s website at www.ncah u 
substantive matters related to the quality o + 
or its academic programs. Comments must be in writing. 


All comments must be received by October 1, 2013. 


clarke courier 


Questions and Answers with 


What was your favorite part of 
the 2013 season? We had an 
excellent season with plenty 
of great accomplishments. My 
favorite part of the season was 
when we were in California 
and took down the second- 
ranked team in the nation, 
Concordia University, on their 
home court. 


How are you feeling about next 
season? | am feeling confi- 
dent and determined. | think 
that losing in the semifinals of 
the conference tournament put 
a sour taste in our mouths and 
we will be determined to go 
further next season. We return 
a good core of starters and we 
will have something to prove 
next season. 


Do you have any hobbies 


outside of volleyball? When 

1 am not playing or coaching, 
my free time is spent with 
friends and family. | have twin 
10-year-old siblings that are 
fun to visit at home in Galena. 


What are your plans for the off- 
season? I planon playing a 
lot of outdoor volleyball in the 
sand and grass. I tend to enjoy 
outdoor volleyball more than 
indoor and so my summer 
will be filled with leagues and 
tournaments, as well as jump 
training. When the next season 
comes around, I'll be ready for 
an even better season. 
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Tyler Wills 


photo by taylor shively 
Tyler Wills sets the ball during 
a Clarke volleyball match. 
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Clarke Crusader outfielder Johnny Kruick at the plate in a game against St. Ambrose in the baseball 
team's final game before tournament play. 


Baseball wraps up long season 
with conference tournament 


christiann bramble 
staff writer 

The baseball season has come 
to an end as the Crusaders con- 
cluded their regular season 
witha record of 24-20. The team 
ended conference in fifth place. 
Although the team didn’t fin- 
ish as they would have liked, it 
was a memorable record break- 
ing season as they now are rec- 
ognized as the greatest Clarke 
baseball team in history with 
24 wins. 

The Crusaders went into the 
Midwestern Collegiate Confer- 
ence tournament with a full 
head of steam this past week, 
but lost a hard-fought two 
straight games to Viterbo and 


William Penn that ultimately 
eliminated them from the tour- 
nament Wednesday in Water- 
loo, Even though the season 
didn’t end as they had hoped 
for, the team still remains op- 
timistic. “Although we didn’t 
go out the way we would have 
liked, it was still a memo- 
rable experience with a great 
group of guys that I will never 
forget,”said junior pitcher Jor- 
dan Cameron. 

The Crusaders say goodbye 
to nine seniors that all had a big 
impact on the team’s success 
this past year and hope to keep 
up the success for next year. 


Clarke Baseball 
Says Goodbye 


to Seniors 


Christopher Brewer 
Matthew Lozano 
Brian McCabe 
Dustin Sanburg 
Luis Reyes 
Jose Steulluti 
Johnny Krulck 
Rolando Sanchez 
Sergio Cruz 
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Students share 
their excitement 
for summer 


shelly graybill 
staff writer 
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The countdowns have begun. 
Clarke students are getting ready 
for semester's end and looking 
forward to summer vacation. The 
end of the semester brings good- 
byes and going our separate ways, 
but many students have exciting 
plans for the summer months. The 
question has been buzzing around 
campus: “What are your summer 
plans?” 


“This summer I plan on work- 
ing at Hyvee as a cashier until 
I get a certified nursing assis- 
tant job. I know I will be taking 
a family trip somewhere, but 
as of right now, I do not know 
where. For the rest of the sum- 
mer I plan on relaxing with my 
family and friends.” 

—Megan Chase, freshman, 

nursing 

“This spring 1 got a new 

job at the Dubuque Golf and 
Country Club driving the bev- 
erage cart and working events. 
I am going to continue to do 
that and I’m going to move 
into a new house with friends. 
I'm really looking forward to 
relaxing and hanging out with 
friends and spending time on 
the river.” 

— Natalie Jennings, junior, 

athletic training 


On the 
Street 


ethan abney 
editor 


What is your 
favorite memory 
of this year at 
Clarke? 


clarke courier 


“This summer I am going 
to move to San Francisco to 
play baseball. | will be living 
with a host family and playing 
with other college students. 
We will be traveling the entire 
West Coast and even going to 
Alaska! I am excited to leave 
the Midwest for awhile and be 
closer to a beach.” 

—Nico Piscopo, junior, 

phulosophy/psychology 

“Other than working, I plan 
on taking a road trip to my sis- 
ter’s graduation from the U. S. 
Air Force basic training in San 
Antonio. I am going to be trav- 
eling with my boyfriend and 
we will be making stops along 
the way to see friends. We plan 
on stopping in St. Louis, and 
going to Galveston, Texas to go 
deep-sea fishing on the Gulf of 
Mexico. After my sister's grad- 
uation and official induction at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San 
Antonio, we plan to see the Al- 
amo with her and a few other 
tourist attractions. After this 
trip, 1 will be working, living 
ina house with my friends and 
spending time on the river.” 

—Allison Boyes, junior, 

psychology and math 


“Over the summer I will be 
joining three other Clarke stu- 
dents for the art department 
travel course and we will spend 
nine days in London and Paris. 
The remainder of the summer I 
plan to work as a babysitter as 
well as work at our local Dairy 
Queen. I plan on having a re- 
laxing summer spent with fam- 
ily and friends.” 

—Jessi Henrichson, 

freshman, nursing 


CRUSADERS 


“My favorite memory from 
this year by far has to be 
Homecoming.” 

—Josh Hall, junior, athletic 
training/physical therapy 


MayDaze lights up some glow- 
in-the-dark fun for all ages 


aa Yes 


photos by christiann bramble and taylor shively 
Students and others in the Clarke community came out Saturday, April 27, for 


MayDaze, sponsored by CAB, to decorate T-shirts, play games set up by stu- 
dent organizations, and ride carnival rides in the TDH parking lot. 


Check it out 
Catalyst 2013 


Coming Tuesday 


“My favorite memory from 
this year was the nearly naked 
mile during Homecoming 
week.” 

—Tyler Ernst, junior, physical 
education/elementary educa- 
tion 


“My favorite memory from 
this year was being apart of 
Into the Streets this spring.” 

— Olivia Vogel. freshman, 
nursing 


“My favorite memory from 
this year is either Homecom- 
ing or the Clarke Student 
Research Conference 
— Collin Heer, sophomore, 
bio-chemistry 
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